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Performance _instructions

Previous MM marking applies to all passages whose rhythms are not free.

Tempo | J =50
Tempo ll J =60
Tempo lll As fast as clear enunciation in sextuplets permits (at leastJ =76)

Accidentals are valid only for the note they precede, unless repeated or a part of the same
immediate figure.

Pauses

9 short
\/ medium

fe\ long

\
F over a note = normal (ad libitum) hold

Spoken in a non-specific pitch range:

top Note: considerable freedom is allowed in spoken passages,
above especially where pitch inflection is concerned; the goal is to
mid project rapidly shifting characters or attitudes

below

bottom

>L J &®  spoken (voiced, non-pitched)

as high as possible

b

NV non vibrato vib con vibrato

@ whispered, maximum friction of air against hard pallette



Pronunciation

The voice part uses symbols of the International Phonetic Association. Actual words in a variety of

languages also occur and are labeled as to source.

(8] 00 as in moen
o asingo
asin jaw

as in mother

o
0
m
A uh asincup
I i asinhit

Q. ah asinfather

Note

i ee asinsee
(= asinFr. parlé
E eh as intechnical
s asinPersia
3 {i asinje (Fr)
l.l u as prolonged diphthong

beginning of French
‘nult' (extended lip formation)

J i as prolonged diphthong

beginning of 'yes'

The text consists mainly of individual phonemes and rhyming or alliterative words evoking

a variety of images and situations in the free association of a stream of consciousness. From the

soprano's active subconscious eventually surface a number of potential suitors, from Vishnu to

Bogart.



Multiphonics (indicated by harmonics < ) are produced by singing the fundamental on
the vowel [u] (pronounced oo), with the lips thrust forward, puckered to form a tiny
circular opening. With the tongue low and withdrawn (the normal position for this
vowel}, the sound will be meliow and ‘flutey’, i.e. with no pronounced harmonics. As the
tongue is moved slowly forward and upward, toward the back of the upper front teeth,
progressively higher harmonics will appear, not as strong as the fundamental, but clearly
audible as individual frequencies. The exact tongue movement may vary from one
singer to another and can be found only by experimentation. The following technique
may help to isolate the harmonics:

1. Pucker the lips for “o0o”, leaving only a tiny circular opening.

2. Sing "'o00.’

3. Leave the lips shaped for ‘“00"’; sing "‘ee”’

4. Move slowly back and forth between steps 2 and 3 {note the lips do not move—only
the tongue).

To start with higher harmonics and move to lower ones (as at brace 2), simply reverse the
procedure, starting with the tip of the tongue thrust up and forward, near the back of the upper
front teeth (singing “ee”), then move it diagonally down and to the rear, isolating progressively

lower harmonics as you go, ending by singing "oo".
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